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You should still be wearing a mask. Covid isn’t over.
It's no fun to be sick, we still have no idea about the
lasting health impacts of even a mild case, and Long
Covid really isn’t anything you want to fuck with.
Wearing a mask is a really simple thing to do. There’s
no reason to stop.

I’m not going to pull out a bunch of facts here about
Covid infection numbers because my argument
doesn’t depend on how dangerous it is right now as
you’re reading this. The numbers will go up and down,
but there’s always going to be some risk, so you might
as well wear a mask. This is a moral argument.
Wearing a mask is really simple and easy to do. If you
care about other people you can wear a mask. All the
reasons you have for not doing so are bullshit.

I’m not going to seek out and share stories about
people with Long Covid, or people who have lost
loved ones, or otherwise had their lives changed by
this disease. I'm sure you saw these stories earlier on
the pandemic. You know that bad things happen
because of this disease. You just decided to stop
doing the very simple thing you can do to make bad
things happen less.

I’m just going to tell you a bit about my life, and the

people | love, and some of the conversations we’re
|

for more actual facts / for current information / for
resources in the twin cities check out Covid Aware
Twin Cities

linktr.ee/covidawaretc

they’re providing masks to the community, and trying
to create a lasting culture of care.

the line "I don't know how to explain to you why you
should care about other people” originates with the
author Lauren Morril. | didn’t know this, it had entered
my lexicon without context, but | looked it up to make
sure | was getting the verbiage correct, and
discovered 1) that this line has often been
misattributed to Anthony Fauci, which is very funny/
sad/pathetically american, and 2) the real source.
apparently Morril is quite frustrated by the lack of
credit, which is understandable.

write to me b.rose.zines@gmail.com

brosezines.com

first printing August 2023, Minneapolis Minnesota
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my dad that | never imagined he’d be such a
conformist and he didn’t know what to say.

It’s really sad. We’ve gotten to the point where we’re
emotionally blackmailing our parents into masking
better — or at least trying to. My partner and | both
mask when we’re out in the world, and so does our
very small social circle. Our most likely vectors for
transmission are our boomer parents who have given
up on masking. I've told my mother that if she isn’t
masking regularly we won’t be able to hang out as
much, we won’t be able to share meals, because |
wouldn’t feel comfortable unmasked around her. |
know 2020 was really rough on my mother because
she missed me — I’'m an only child, we’re close, |
missed her too. | hate playing on her emotions like
that, but if she isn’t going to listen to common sense, |
guess | have to.

My partner’s mom said that their church isn’t requiring
masks so she’s going to keep being maskless in
public until that changes. My family’s church isn’t
requiring masks either, and | am so fucking
disappointed in it. You say you care about people?
You want to build caring community and work
courageously for peace with justice and mercy? Well,
you can start by wearing a mask. It’s the simplest

been an otherwise healthy workplace maybe the
customers not masking would have felt less
malicious, but I’'m not sure.

Wear a mask so that maybe depressed retail
employees won’t assume you’re evill That’s a pretty
shit reason to do something, but like, if you aren’t
going to do it to protect the health of yourself and your
community maybe you need a shitty reason?

| wrote the majority of the text of this zine on my
phone between two and three in the morning. It put
me into a really foul mood, and made it very hard to
fall asleep. This is such a boring argument to make.
It’s so simple. To quote Lauren Morril: "l don't know
how to explain to you why you should care about
other people."

| am not going to copy/paste the complete lyrics of the
song “People” by AJJ, but it’s very tempting. People
are what matter! Let’s keep each other alive!

Let’s say I’'m wrong, and you’re doing this for nothing.
Oh no, you’ve been mildly inconvenienced.

Let’s say I'm right. You didn’t wear a mask, and now
you / someone you love / a complete stranger who
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by people thinking about disability and mutual aid. I've
read a lot about the aids crisis, I'm very aware of how
the government was completely happy to let a
segment of the population die, and how the significant
efforts to keep people alive came from grassroots
organizations. But none of that seems like a good
explanation.

It feels really bad that I’'m having to convince the
people who raised me to have moral convictions that
they should mildly inconvenience themselves for the
good of the world.

It really is a mild inconvenience, wearing a mask. It’s
a lot better than being sick. And you don’t need to be
perfect, but just... try. It’s better than nothing.

I’m writing in Minnesota where it’s going to be winter
soon enough. There are limited days of patio dining
left. But like, do you really need to eat in a restaurant?
There are other ways to spend time with the people
you want to hang out with. I’'m not asking anyone to
be a hermit, just to be a bit more cautious. The perfect
is the enemy of the good, and | would just be so
thankful if the people in my life get better at masking
even if they’re still taking risks | wouldn’t. | just want
people to be thinking about their actions and how to

minimize risk for themselves and the community
5

around them instead of plowing on like the pandemic
is over, which it most certainly is not.

| still do stuff! I've been to more rock’n’roll shows
since the fall of 2021 than in the five years previous
because being completely cut off from live music
made me realize how much | love it. | wear a mask,
which | sometimes take off to drink some water if I've
been dancing a lot. The best shows I've been to in
this era have been ones with the best masking
practices. (We love you Jeff Rosenstock!) I've gone to
the movies, and eaten popcorn from the Riverview
with real butter, and then put my mask back on. Not
perfect, but a compromise between doing everything
you can to protect yourselves and others and living a
life that brings you joy.

There are plenty of situations where wearing a mask
is really fucking easy, including basically anytime
you’re shopping.

How annoying is it to wear a mask when you go to the
grocery store? What’s the worst part about it? Do your
glasses get fogged up? Is it annoying that you have to
take it off for a second if you want to smell the
peaches to check if they’re ripe? That’s not very
annoying. That’s not a big inconvenience. You can

wear a mask to help keep all of the other customers
B



