
y
o
u
 

s
h
o
u
l
d
 

s
t
i
l
l
 

w
e
a
r
 

a
 

m
a
s
k

Ba
si

ca
lly

:

"I
 d

on
't 

kn
ow

 h
ow

 
to

 e
xp

la
in

 to
 y

ou
 

w
hy

 y
ou

 s
ho

ul
d 

ca
re

 a
bo

ut
 o

th
er

 
pe

op
le

."
Bu

t I
'm

 tr
yi

ng
 a

ny
w

ay
. 



You should still be w
earing a m

ask. C
ovid isn’t over. 

It’s no fun to be sick, w
e still have no idea about the 

lasting health im
pacts of even a m

ild case, and Long 
C

ovid really isn’t anything you w
ant to fuck w

ith. 
W

earing a m
ask is a really sim

ple thing to do. There’s 
no reason to stop. 

I’m
 not going to pull out a bunch of facts here about 

C
ovid infection num

bers because m
y argum

ent 
doesn’t depend on how

 dangerous it is right now
 as 

you’re reading this. The num
bers w

ill go up and dow
n, 

but there’s alw
ays going to be som

e risk, so you m
ight 

as w
ell w

ear a m
ask. This is a m

oral argum
ent. 

W
earing a m

ask is really sim
ple and easy to do. If you 

care about other people you can w
ear a m

ask. All the 
reasons you have for not doing so are bullshit. 

I’m
 not going to seek out and share stories about 

people w
ith Long C

ovid, or people w
ho have lost 

loved ones, or otherw
ise had their lives changed by 

this disease. I’m
 sure you saw

 these stories earlier on 
the pandem

ic. You know
 that bad things happen 

because of this disease. You just decided to stop 
doing the very sim

ple thing you can do to m
ake bad 

things happen less. 

I’m
 just going to tell you a bit about m

y life, and the 
people I love, and som

e of the conversations w
e’re 

1

for m
ore actual facts / for current inform

ation / for 
resources in the tw

in cities check out C
ovid Aw

are 
Tw

in C
ities

linktr.ee/covidaw
aretc

they’re providing m
asks to the com

m
unity, and trying 

to create a lasting culture of care. 

the line "I don't know
 how

 to explain to you w
hy you 

should care about other people” originates w
ith the 

author Lauren M
orril. I didn’t know

 this, it had entered 
m

y lexicon w
ithout context, but I looked it up to m

ake 
sure I w

as getting the verbiage correct, and 
discovered 1) that this line has often been 
m

isattributed to Anthony Fauci, w
hich is very funny/

sad/pathetically am
erican, and 2) the real source. 

apparently M
orril is quite frustrated by the lack of 

credit, w
hich is understandable. 

w
rite to m

e b.rose.zines@
gm

ail.com

brosezines.com

first printing August 2023, M
inneapolis M

innesota
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de
se

rv
es

 to
 li

ve
 th

ei
r l

ife
 a

s 
m

uc
h 

as
 a

ny
on

e 
el

se
 is

 
no

w
 d

ea
d 

or
 p

er
m

an
en

tly
 d

is
ab

le
d.
 

I d
on

’t 
kn

ow
 w

ha
t e

ls
e 

to
 s

ay
, b

ec
au

se
 it

 fe
el

s 
rid

ic
ul

ou
s 

th
at

 I 
ha

ve
 to

 m
ak

e 
th

is
 a

rg
um

en
t a

t a
ll.

 I 
ha

ve
 n

o 
id

ea
 h

ow
 e

ffe
ct

iv
e 

m
y 

ar
gu

m
en

t i
s,

 b
ec

au
se

 
it 

se
em

s 
so

 o
bv

io
us

 to
 m

e.
 W

ea
rin

g 
a 

m
as

k 
is

 a
 s

m
al

l 
th

in
g 

yo
u 

ca
n 

do
 th

at
 c

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
a 

ve
ry

 b
ig

 
di

ffe
re

nc
e.

 P
le

as
e,

 ju
st

 tr
us

t m
e.

 J
us

t d
o 

th
is

. W
e 

ca
n 

ta
ke

 c
ar

e 
of

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r.

Th
e 

w
or

ld
 is

 p
re

tty
 te

rri
bl

e.
 P

ol
iti

cs
…

 C
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
…

 I 
ha

ve
n’

t e
ve

n 
go

tte
n 

in
to

 h
ow

 y
ou

 s
ho

ul
d 

w
ea

r a
 m

as
k 

be
ca

us
e 

it 
pr

ot
ec

ts
 y

ou
 fr

om
 w

ild
fir

e 
sm

ok
e,

 b
ut

 it
 d

oe
s!

 A
no

th
er

 re
as

on
 to

 li
st

en
 to

 m
e!

 
Th

e 
w

or
ld

 is
 fu

ll 
of

 th
es

e 
hu

ge
 te

rri
bl

e 
th

in
gs

, a
nd

 a
s 

ju
st

 o
ne

 p
er

so
n 

it 
is

 a
 s

tru
gg

le
 to

 fe
el

 li
ke

 a
ny

th
in

g 
yo

u’
re

 d
oi

ng
 m

ak
es

 a
ny

 d
iff

er
en

ce
. B

ut
 y

ou
 c

an
 w

ea
r 

a 
m

as
k!

 It
 is

 a
 v

er
y 

sm
al

l t
hi

ng
, a

nd
 it

 m
ak

es
 a

 re
al

 
di

ffe
re

nc
e,

 a
nd

 a
ny

 e
xc

us
e 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 fo
r n

ot
 w

ea
rin

g 
on

e 
is

 p
ro

ba
bl

y 
bu

lls
hi

t. 
So

 w
ea

r a
 m

as
k!

 P
le

as
e!
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ha
vi

ng
. I

 h
op

e 
th

es
e 

st
or

ie
s 

su
pp

or
t t

he
 in

cr
ed

ib
ly

 
si

m
pl

e 
ar

gu
m

en
t I

’m
 m

ak
in

g,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 th

at
 y

ou
 s

ho
ul

d 
w

ea
r a

 m
as

k,
 b

ec
au

se
 w

ea
rin

g 
a 

m
as

k 
is

 e
as

y 
an

d 
it 

st
op

s 
ba

d 
th

in
gs

 fr
om

 h
ap

pe
ni

ng
. 

(I’
m

 n
ot

 g
oi

ng
 to

 m
ak

e 
a 

ca
se

 fo
r w

hy
 m

as
ki

ng
 is

 
ef

fe
ct

iv
e.

 I’
m

 n
ot

 in
te

re
st

ed
 in

 a
rg

ui
ng

 w
ith

 p
eo

pl
e 

in
 a

 
fa

sc
is

t d
ea

th
 c

ul
t.)

Th
e 

ta
rg

et
 a

ud
ie

nc
e 

is
 b

as
ic

al
ly

: m
y 

pa
re

nt
s,

 a
nd

 m
y 

pa
rtn

er
’s 

pa
re

nt
s,

 a
nd

 th
e 

ot
he

r l
ov

ed
 o

ne
s 

of
 th

ei
r 

ge
ne

ra
tio

n 
w

ho
 h

av
e 

m
os

tly
 s

to
pp

ed
 m

as
ki

ng
. I

 h
op

e 
th

at
 th

is
 z

in
e 

is
 u

se
fu

l t
o 

ot
he

r p
eo

pl
e,

 b
ut

 if
 th

e 
on

ly
 

th
in

g 
it 

do
es

 is
 m

ak
e 

m
y 

fa
th

er
 li

st
en

 to
 m

e:
 m

is
si

on
 

ac
co

m
pl

is
he

d.
 

I’m
 g

oi
ng

 to
 s

ta
rt 

w
ith

 a
 s

to
ry

 a
bo

ut
 m

y 
fa

th
er

. H
e’

s 
se

ve
nt

y 
ye

ar
s 

ol
d,

 a
nd

 v
er

y 
sw

ee
t, 

an
d 

ve
ry

 s
illy

, a
nd

 
do

es
 n

ot
 li

ke
 p

eo
pl

e 
m

ic
ro

m
an

ag
in

g 
hi

s 
lif

e.
 H

e 
to

ld
 

m
e 

th
at

 w
ea

rin
g 

a 
m

as
k 

is
 a

nn
oy

in
g.

 D
ad

, I
 th

in
k 

yo
u’

re
 a

nn
oy

in
g!
 

M
y 

pa
re

nt
s 

fle
w

 to
 A

la
sk

a 
re

ce
nt

ly.
 T

he
y 

w
or

e 
m

as
ks

 
to

 th
e 

ai
rp

or
t, 

bu
t t

he
n 

no
bo

dy
 e

ls
e 

w
as

 w
ea

rin
g 

a 
m

as
k,

 s
o 

th
ey

 d
ec

id
ed

 n
ot

 to
 b

ot
he

r. 
It’

s 
so

 
di

sa
pp

oi
nt

in
g 

th
at

 m
y 

w
ei

rd
o 

hi
pp

ie
 p

ar
en

ts
 w

er
e 

co
nc

er
ne

d 
w

ith
 w

ha
t e

ve
ry

on
e 

el
se

 w
as

 d
oi

ng
. I

 to
ld
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m
y dad that I never im

agined he’d be such a 
conform

ist and he didn’t know what to say. 

It’s really sad. W
e’ve gotten to the point where we’re 

em
otionally blackm

ailing our parents into m
asking 

better —
 or at least trying to. M

y partner and I both 
m

ask when we’re out in the world, and so does our 
very sm

all social circle. O
ur m

ost likely vectors for 
transm

ission are our boom
er parents who have given 

up on m
asking. I’ve told m

y m
other that if she isn’t 

m
asking regularly we won’t be able to hang out as 

m
uch, we won’t be able to share m

eals, because I 
wouldn’t feel com

fortable unm
asked around her. I 

know 2020 was really rough on m
y m

other because 
she m

issed m
e —

 I’m
 an only child, we’re close, I 

m
issed her too. I hate playing on her em

otions like 
that, but if she isn’t going to listen to com

m
on sense, I 

guess I have to. 

M
y partner’s m

om
 said that their church isn’t requiring 

m
asks so she’s going to keep being m

askless in 
public until that changes. M

y fam
ily’s church isn’t 

requiring m
asks either, and I am

 so fucking 
disappointed in it. You say you care about people? 
You want to build caring com

m
unity and work 

courageously for peace with justice and m
ercy? W

ell, 
you can start by wearing a m

ask. It’s the sim
plest 

3

been an otherwise healthy workplace m
aybe the 

custom
ers not m

asking would have felt less 
m

alicious, but I’m
 not sure. 

W
ear a m

ask so that m
aybe depressed retail 

em
ployees won’t assum

e you’re evil! That’s a pretty 
shit reason to do som

ething, but like, if you aren’t 
going to do it to protect the health of yourself and your 
com

m
unity m

aybe you need a shitty reason? 

I wrote the m
ajority of the text of this zine on m

y 
phone between two and three in the m

orning. It put 
m

e into a really foul m
ood, and m

ade it very hard to 
fall asleep. This is such a boring argum

ent to m
ake. 

It’s so sim
ple. To quote Lauren M

orril: "I don't know 
how to explain to you why you should care about 
other people."

I am
 not going to copy/paste the com

plete lyrics of the 
song “People” by AJJ, but it’s very tem

pting. People 
are what m

atter! Let’s keep each other alive! 

Let’s say I’m
 wrong, and you’re doing this for nothing. 

O
h no, you’ve been m

ildly inconvenienced. 

Let’s say I’m
 right. You didn’t wear a m

ask, and now 
you / som

eone you love / a com
plete stranger who 

8



he
al

th
y. 

Yo
u 

ca
n 

do
 it

 to
 s

ho
w

 y
ou

 a
pp

re
ci

at
e 

th
e 

pe
op

le
 w

ho
 w

or
k 

th
er

e 
w

ho
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

ar
en

’t 
m

ak
in

g 
a 

liv
in

g 
w

ag
e.
 

Fr
om

 J
un

e 
20

21
 to

 J
an

ua
ry

 2
02

3 
I w

or
ke

d 
at

 a
n 

up
sc

al
e 

dr
y 

cl
ea

ne
r. 

It 
w

as
 b

as
ic

al
ly

 a
 re

ta
il 

jo
b,

 b
ut

 
m

or
e 

an
no

yi
ng

, w
ith

 a
 c

lie
nt

el
e 

m
os

tly
 m

ad
e 

up
 o

f 
te

rri
bl

e 
ric

h 
pe

op
le

. T
he

re
 w

er
e 

lo
ts

 o
f r

eg
ul

ar
s,

 
pe

op
le

 w
ho

 c
am

e 
in

 e
ve

ry
 w

ee
k,

 w
ho

se
 n

am
es

 I 
kn

ew
. I

 m
as

ke
d 

th
e 

w
ho

le
 ti

m
e 

I w
or

ke
d 

th
er

e.
 F

or
 th

e 
m

os
t p

ar
t t

he
 c

us
to

m
er

s 
an

d 
m

y 
co

-w
or

ke
rs

 m
as

ke
d 

on
ly

 w
he

n 
it 

w
as

 re
qu

ire
d 

by
 th

e 
ci

ty
 o

f S
ai

nt
 L

ou
is

 
Pa

rk
, a

nd
 e

ve
n 

th
en

, n
ot

 a
lw

ay
s.

 It
 g

ot
 to

 a
 p

oi
nt

 
w

he
re

 e
ve

ry
 ti

m
e 

a 
cu

st
om

er
 c

am
e 

in
 w

ith
ou

t w
ea

rin
g 

a 
m

as
k 

I t
ho

ug
ht

 to
 m

ys
el

f, 
“T

he
y 

do
n’

t c
ar

e 
if 

I d
ie

. 
Th

ey
 w

an
t t

o 
ki

ll 
m

e.
” 

W
hi

ch
…

I’m
 s

ur
e 

if 
yo

u 
as

ke
d 

th
em

 th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

sa
id

 th
ey

 
di

dn
’t 

w
an

t t
o 

m
ur

de
r t

he
 h

el
pf

ul
 d

ry
 c

le
an

in
g 

gi
rl,

 b
ut

 
al

so
, t

he
y 

di
dn

’t 
bo

th
er

 d
oi

ng
 th

e 
si

m
pl

es
t t

hi
ng

 to
 

ke
ep

 m
e 

(a
nd

 th
em

se
lv

es
!!!

!!)
 a

liv
e,

 s
o 

lik
e?

Th
is

 jo
b 

w
as

 v
er

y 
ba

d 
fo

r m
y 

m
en

ta
l h

ea
lth

 fo
r m

an
y 

re
as

on
s.

 T
he

 m
as

ki
ng

 w
as

 ju
st

 a
 s

ym
pt

om
 o

f h
ow

 
ne

ith
er

 th
e 

co
m

pa
ny

 n
or

 th
e 

cu
st

om
er

s 
w

er
e 

in
te

re
st

ed
 in

 tr
ea

tin
g 

m
e 

lik
e 

a 
hu

m
an

 b
ei

ng
. I

f i
t h

ad
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th
in

g.
 P

ro
te

ct
 y

ou
rs

el
f, 

pr
ot

ec
t o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e.

 Y
es

 it
’s 

an
no

yi
ng

, y
ou

 c
an

’t 
si

ng
 a

nd
 s

ha
re

 fo
od

 th
e 

w
ay

 y
ou

 
w

an
t t

o.
 B

ut
 y

ou
 c

an
 s

ta
y 

al
iv

e!
 Y

ou
 c

an
 k

ee
p 

ot
he

r 
pe

op
le

 a
liv

e 
an

d 
he

al
th

y!
 It

 d
oe

sn
’t 

se
em

 li
ke

 m
uc

h 
of

 
a 

sa
cr

ifi
ce

 w
he

n 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

of
 it

 li
ke

 th
at

. 

I d
on

’t 
se

e 
ho

w
 th

es
e 

ch
ur

ch
es

 c
an

 in
 g

oo
d 

co
ns

ci
en

ce
 c

la
im

 to
 c

ar
e 

ab
ou

t p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

no
t h

av
e 

re
gu

la
r m

as
ki

ng
 a

s 
a 

so
ci

al
 n

or
m

 if
 n

ot
 a

 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t?
 I 

ca
n’

t b
el

ie
ve

 th
e 

on
ly

 p
la

ce
 I 

go
 w

ith
 

re
al

 m
as

ki
ng

 is
 th

e 
an

ar
ch

is
t b

oo
ks

to
re

? 
I m

ea
n,

 I 
ca

n,
 th

at
 a

ct
ua

lly
 m

ak
es

 a
 lo

t o
f s

en
se

 th
at

 a
 p

la
ce

 
bu

ilt
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
id

ea
 o

f m
ut

ua
l a

id
, a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
id

ea
 

th
at

 p
eo

pl
e 

sh
ou

ld
 lo

ok
 a

fte
r e

ac
h 

ot
he

r's
 in

te
re

st
s 

is
 

st
ill 

m
as

ki
ng

 s
em

i-v
ig

or
ou

sl
y. 

Bu
t i

t’s
 s

o 
di

sa
pp

oi
nt

in
g 

th
at

 n
ow

he
re

 e
ls

e 
is

. 

Th
e 

ch
ur

ch
 I 

gr
ew

 u
p 

in
 d

id
 a

 lo
t t

o 
in

flu
en

ce
 m

y 
w

or
ld

vi
ew

. B
y 

gi
vi

ng
 u

p 
on

 m
as

ki
ng

 I 
re

al
ly

 d
o 

th
in

k 
it’s

 fa
ilin

g 
to

 li
ve

 u
p 

to
 it

s 
id

ea
ls

. T
he

 fa
ct

 th
at

 I’
m

 
ha

vi
ng

 to
 b

ad
ge

r m
y 

pa
re

nt
s 

ab
ou

t t
hi

s 
re

al
ly

 d
oe

s 
fe

el
 li

ke
 th

ey
’v

e 
fo

rg
ot

te
n 

th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 th

ey
 ra

is
ed

 
m

e 
w

ith
. 

I’v
e 

be
en

 tr
yi

ng
 to

 th
in

k 
of

 w
hy

 m
y 

th
in

ki
ng

 o
n 

th
is

 is
 

so
 d

iff
er

en
t f

ro
m

 m
y 

pa
re

nt
s.

 I’
m

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
tly

 m
or

e 
on

lin
e 

th
an

 th
em

, o
r l

ik
e,

 q
ue

er
 o

nl
in

e,
 n

ot
 F

ac
eb

oo
k 

on
lin

e.
 B

ef
or

e 
C

ov
id

 s
ta

rte
d 

I w
as

 a
lre

ad
y 

su
rro

un
de

d 
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by people thinking about disability and m
utual aid. I’ve 

read a lot about the aids crisis, I’m
 very aw

are of how
 

the governm
ent w

as com
pletely happy to let a 

segm
ent of the population die, and how

 the significant 
efforts to keep people alive cam

e from
 grassroots 

organizations. But none of that seem
s like a good 

explanation. 

It feels really bad that I’m
 having to convince the 

people w
ho raised m

e to have m
oral convictions that 

they should m
ildly inconvenience them

selves for the 
good of the w

orld.

It really is a m
ild inconvenience, w

earing a m
ask. It’s 

a lot better than being sick. And you don’t need to be 
perfect, but just…

 try. It’s better than nothing.

I’m
 w

riting in M
innesota w

here it’s going to be w
inter 

soon enough. There are lim
ited days of patio dining 

left. But like, do you really need to eat in a restaurant? 
There are other w

ays to spend tim
e w

ith the people 
you w

ant to hang out w
ith. I’m

 not asking anyone to 
be a herm

it, just to be a bit m
ore cautious. The perfect 

is the enem
y of the good, and I w

ould just be so 
thankful if the people in m

y life get better at m
asking 

even if they’re still taking risks I w
ouldn’t. I just w

ant 
people to be thinking about their actions and how

 to 
m

inim
ize risk for them

selves and the com
m

unity 
5

around them
 instead of plow

ing on like the pandem
ic 

is over, w
hich it m

ost certainly is not. 

I still do stuff! I’ve been to m
ore rock’n’roll show

s 
since the fall of 2021 than in the five years previous 
because being com

pletely cut off from
 live m

usic 
m

ade m
e realize how

 m
uch I love it. I w

ear a m
ask, 

w
hich I som

etim
es take off to drink som

e w
ater if I’ve 

been dancing a lot. The best show
s I’ve been to in 

this era have been ones w
ith the best m

asking 
practices. (W

e love you Jeff R
osenstock!) I’ve gone to 

the m
ovies, and eaten popcorn from

 the R
iverview

 
w

ith real butter, and then put m
y m

ask back on. N
ot 

perfect, but a com
prom

ise betw
een doing everything 

you can to protect yourselves and others and living a 
life that brings you joy. 

There are plenty of situations w
here w

earing a m
ask 

is really fucking easy, including basically anytim
e 

you’re shopping. 

H
ow

 annoying is it to w
ear a m

ask w
hen you go to the 

grocery store? W
hat’s the w

orst part about it? D
o your 

glasses get fogged up? Is it annoying that you have to 
take it off for a second if you w

ant to sm
ell the 

peaches to check if they’re ripe? That’s not very 
annoying. That’s not a big inconvenience. You can 
w

ear a m
ask to help keep all of the other custom

ers 
6


